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Abstract 

 
An ontology is a set of concepts and relations between those concepts. Since ancient times, 
ontologies have been used as a means to organize and access information. Most ontologies are 
large and complex. They aim to cover a wide range of topics and support a large set of users and 
tasks. Some situations, however, call for more lightweight ontologies that are user-specific and 
task-specific. For example, in lawsuits and regulatory reforms, lawyers and government 
employees must quickly organize large amounts of materials into task-specific concept 
hierarchies that will later be discarded. This talk examines how to create lightweight and 
personalized ontologies that allow users to quickly understand the range of the issues raised, 
and enable “drilling down” into documents that discuss a specific topic. 
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